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E • Z?he COddfA P'regnm ana originally intended an a 
btckap to SA10S, hat has new eons to repr ese n t oar only 
national capability for delag f»b©t ©graphic search of deas #4 
arose. It has dons so situ imere aalag snail ty for a reasonable 
coat and la likely to resale oar hanlo eapnbl lity ia this area 
for several yearn. It was originally coast ructed an a rota* 
p lately covert program » cuing the Discoverer aer ies as a 
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inanchla g ©over story. A Spec ia 1 Pragma Office I 

created at the Space Syetens livision of AFSC sneer 
General El t land to nt the overt portion of the pragma, 
the black payload vaa handled by C1A/MPD. Secnrity ©over 
was a major factor ia tbia cooat met lea mad its residual 
Accounts far the present aanagsaeat a tree taro. 
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3. CIA originally task the land ia this partnership 
between Biaseli and lit land, tat them has h ee a a steady 
reversal until today The At feels that it ia their program 
if aa hay off os Hein lianas nrogial. , the current at nature 
ia sheet aa fallows. The I l offlce at tn still NRO 

contracts far the Desglas iwr.. uoca n ee d AGJOU P, lanncliiag, 
volnerabllitv atndiea. aad aastiHaryl 

payloads, this office vaa wall me by taraax w»e pcizv 
anti! thin matr when Colonel Worthington tosh ever. The 
CIA hnn contracted for canera dovolopntaf at ItB, the C *E 


25X1 

25X^1 
NRO 


recovery vehicle, and savieed integration at h nchheed 


lew* total NR0 

is jbddgataa tor w pay**** portion ia n i»i, which given 
one a seas# of the dollar split. Actually. ear participation 
in the payload contracts is not nos one of technical direction 


25X1 


ropy 


ktftas-es 

7 


NRO 25X1 


Approved For Release 2002/10/29 : CIA-RDP66R00546R0001 000701 49-4 






Approved For Release 2002/10/29 : CIA-RDP66R00546R0001 000701 49-4 


25X1 A 
25X1 A 

25X1 A 



NRO 


25X1 


to the contractors. 
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reqaest t 1 system Mfiacertei tantnict was let to 
tedttete to supervise itself ana the otter contr actors , 
pad a I than gh funded by CIA , is responsive to ttef 

\ It Is oy uacerstandiag ttet Genoral omf 
{ftrncmm AJ now has ao formal responsibility for ctomMA 
ate ttet it tes tees a part Bertel* between Colonel Worthington 
at Mb ate cia/osa. 
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4. fte general history of the COMItA program tes teen 
narked by both roearhable success ate faiterss. fte 41s* 
trussing series of losses last sprite ate tte current hiatus 
la both K ate J launches suggests ttet your problem are not 
over. However, it is sy iiymMioa ttet omiy a fee of the 
26 sissies failures tte far can be laid to tte CIA swper- 
viste payload. In addition, w® have all ted pood reason 

to te disappointed is the CvtfXIA I mprov e m ent Pro gr am get 
forward by Colonel Worthington this summer. fte current 
technical difficulties ate possibility of total eases nation 
of tte OOfitOKA 4 doable recovery system as ladisatsd by recent 
Midi eablss, gives so serious cause for comers over tte 
technical stewardship of tte program provided recently by 
tte Air test. Certain ly there van as foteard looking 
system consideration for this search sissies snidest nsAil 
we began to prom tor it at the recent h«0 budget tearing. 
Coder tte circumstance#, I agree ttet sens step la tte 
present management structure is repaired. 

5. However. 1 carnet agree ttet assigning tte UMbJBA 
program to tenoral Greer sill solve tte recurring problem, 
tetter. It seeas ttet more vigorous CIA participation on 
tte technical ate programmatic frost is regal**** It is 
«y thought ttet ve return to a geonine partnership between 
tte CIA ate Air term on this program. I propose ttet JA 
establish a strong project off 1cm which will esco again 
actively direct tte camera, recovery vehicle ate payload 
integration contractors. This office weald te h ea ded by a 
senior OA officer, with appropriate technical ate adminis- 
trative support, who would carry tte cemplote responsibility 
for tte payload 'programs, the booster, AfillA l aunchi ng ate 
orbital operations are properly tte re s poas i bi 11 ty of tte 
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